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Women and the Theater: Actors, Audiences, Authors
January 22:
Introduction

January 29:  The Actress


Howe, from The First English Actresses*

Jordan, Prologue to Othello (pp. 21-23 of Nursery of Novelties)*

Cibber, from An Apology for the Life of Colley Cibber*


Gildon, from The Life of Betterton*


Gould, The Play-House: A Satyre*

February 5: Female Spectators


Collier, from A Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage*


Cibber, from An Apology*


Pepys, from the Diary*

Wycherley, The Plain Dealer, Epistle Dedicatory; from Act II, scene 1*


Vanbrugh, The Provok’d Wife, Act III, scene iii*

February 12: Problems in History and Theory


Bennett, “Theatre History, Historiography and Women’s Dramatic Writing”*


Doane, “Theorizing the Female Spectator”*


Mulvey, “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema”*


Stacey, “From the Male Gaze to the Female Spectator”*

February 19:
The Professional Playwright:  Aphra Behn


The Rover

The Lucky Chance

Gallagher, “Who Was that Masked Woman?”*


Rosenthal, from Playwrights and Plagiarists* 

February 26:
Women and Tragedy I:  She-tragedy


Southerne, The Fatal Marriage*


Pix, Ibrahim, Thirteenth Emperor of the Turks*


Prefaces and Prologues*

March 4: 
Women and Tragedy II:  She Tragedy?


Manley, The Royal Mischief*


Trotter, Agnes de Castro*


Anon., The Female Wits*

March 11:
Second Generation Comedy



Pix, The Innocent Mistress

Centlivre, The Busy Body

Haywood, A Wife to be Let
MIDTERM BREAK

March 25:
Acting Out



Charke, Narrative
April 1:
Cowley, The Belle’s Stratagem 



Historical Paper due









April 8:
The Proper Lady and the Problems of Playwriting


Griffith, The Times

Burney, The Witlings

Burney, from the letters*


Brooke, from The Excursion*

April 15:
 Celebrity and the Actress

Contemporary accounts of celebrity actresses


Roach, from It*

Nussbaum, "Actresses and the Economics of Celebrity, 1700-1800"* 
April 22:
Elizabeth Inchbald


Such Things Are*


Lovers’ Vows 


Austen, from Mansfield Park*

April 29:
Romantic Drama:  Joanna Baillie, Plays on the Passions

“Introductory Discourse”


De Monfort:  A Tragedy
Course Requirements:

Two oral reports:  one on a critical work, one on a historical source

One short paper (approximately 5 pages) on an historical source 


One full-length term paper or equivalent project due during exam week
Short weekly response papers 

